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“SERMON XXII. 


By ELEAZAR THOMPSON FITCH, A.M. 
* Professor of Divinity, Yale C@flege. 
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*k, 
THE REPENTANCE OF PETER. ol 
Mark, xiv. 72.— When he thought thereon, he wept. 


Tne most trifling occurrences often préach the most solemn and effec- 
tual sermons. In the hands of the Spirit of God, one instrument may be, 
as powerful as another. Through his energy, the weakest instrument has 
often awakened a st§pid conscience, melted a hard heart, zestored a 
thoughtless backslider, saved a perishing soul. How simple’thg.aecur- 
rence that brought the ungrateful Peter to reflection. ‘Thousands might 
have heard that morning clarion with perfect indifference ; but it revealed 
to him a night of guilt, and overwhelmed his soul with sorrow, The 
shrill voice was, by the Spirit of God, made piercing ag a two-edged 
sword ; for while it vibrated on his ear, ‘* Peter called to’mind the word 


- that Jesus said unto him, Before the cock croitwice, thou shalt deny 
_ me thrice: and, when he thought thereon, he wept.”” Awakened as 
’ from a dream, he reflected on his guilt, and was penitent. 


4 


The subject which I would introduce to your attention by “these 
temarks is, THE RECOVERY OF THE FALLEN Peter. Your attention is 
particularly invited to the Method, and the Effects, of his recovery. 
I. We are to consider then, in the first place, the Method in which 
Peter was recovered from his fall. . 
The fall itself shall not come particularly under our notice. I here pre- 
~ sume on the fact, that my hearers are acquainted with the melancholy 
event so fully described by the inspired historians. After his mistaken 
zeal had expended itself in one inefficient blow of the sword, (for which 
he received the merited rebuke of Christ,) we see him cowardly retiring. 
We see him following “ afar off” the ferocious band, as they condugt the 
captive Jesus to the palace of the high priest. On their arrival there, we” 
find him, in the hall, and in the porch, openly denying his persecute 
. Lord; and aggravating his falsehood with angry cursing and the 
impious perjury. While viewing him in this dreadfal alienation from 
Christ and God, we make the inquiry, How was» ithat he ever became 
again a willing follower of Jesus? In what met he restored to 
love and serve his forsaken Master ’ ‘ay , 
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To the question, the first answer which arises is, 
by divine power. ; 

Christ had prayed to God, before his disciple had fallen into this hapless 
condition, that his * faith might not fail.” This merciful Advocate, 
attentive to the minutest wants of his people, never intercedes for them « — 
in vain. God has promised that his “ people shall be willing in the day — 
of his power.” The promised Spirit shall search out the friendless alien, 
on whom God has set his love, and bring him, an edopted child, into the 
family of Christ. The same Spirit shall wing, with unerring aim, the dart _ 
of convietion to the conscience of every backslider, and bring the hum- © 
Bled victim back to Christ for healing, That Spirit bowed the heart of , 
Peter. Nothing but the divine power could arrest the streams of iniquity | 
that were then flowing from his breast, and open there a living fountain 
of holiness springing up into everlasting life. 

But our question leads us to examine the means which God used in his 
restoration. Divine power is not employed in the work of salvation 
without @ wise use of means. To the question, considered in this light, . 
our textsuggests the proper answer. Peter was recovered from his fall, 
by means of reflection and penitence. He thought on his crime, “ and, 
when he thought thereon, he wept.” 

1. The first step, then, in restoring the fallen Peter, was exciting him 
to reflectian. 

The God of nature has wisely endued us with the power.of reflection, 
or the faculty of memory. By this, we are enabled to ineregse our know- 
ledge ; which must otherwise be confined exclusively to present objects, 
By this only we can reap benefit from past experience, and deriv 
maxims of practical wisdom. What I saw, felt, or did, yesterday, T ant’ 
enabled by memory to reflect upon to-day, and thence draw conclusions), * 
which may be useful to me in my present and future conduct. 

Reflection is the best means of ascertaining our hearts ; for the object 
of reflectioh presents one unvaried aspect. When I would seek for my 
heart in present conduct, it is continually eluding my search. When 
réetracing it, however, in a path which it has already taken, there can be 

no deception. I can decide respecting the heart in past conduct, too, 
impartially ; for I now have opportunity to exercise different feelings, in 
the judgment I pass, from what I did in the action ; while the feelings 
which prompt to present conduet, preclude me from the possibility of 
judging without prejudice. 

God employed this power of reflection in restoring Peter. The crowing 

4 the cock, and the expressive look which, at the same time, Christ cast 

on Peter, by the power of association, called memory into exercise. By 

this concurren¢é of; circumstances, he was forcibly reminded of “ the 

‘word which Jesug said unto him,”’ the preceding evening. That evening 
_ Ciifist tad been ‘engaged in holy intercourse with the twelve. ann 
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gracious Shey was about to lay dowéf"his life for the sheep ; and he 
knew, that, according to the predictions of-divine truth, it would be a time 
of sore trial to his disciples. The sheep should be scattered, when their 
Shepherd was smitten. His tender regard to the welfare of Peter, par- 
ticularly, beams in the warning which he gave him of his fall ; and 
toward all the disciples, in the discourses and prayers with which he 
oecupied the eventful season. Peter reflected on this sweet intercourse 
—these endearing expressions of Christ’s love. 

He thought, too, of his own rash promises—“ Lord, although all shall 
be offended, yet will not I.” “ Lord, Tam ready to go with thee, 
into prison and-to death.”’ ‘ Thobgh 1 should die with thee, yet 
not deny thee.” 

He thought likewise on his conduct. How he began to fail through 
want of watchfulness, and neglect of prayer, when, in company with 
James and John, he beheld his Master, in agony of soul in the garden.— 
How, after experiencing such love from his Master and promising suck 


#) leve on his own part, he, in the hour of Christ’s agony, could even fall 


asleep, and incur the severe rebuke, ‘* Couldst thou not watch one hour!’’ 
How, through neglect of watchfulness and prayer, he had so far yielded 
to temptation as, at the approach of danger, to think of his own strength, 
rather than divine, and to rely on the sword, rather than the arm of 
God :—and how, when Christ had refused to empl r.to rescue 
himself, he wholly gave up the cause, as lost ; and hie cause, his 


regard to the person of Jesus; and, at the inquiry of a servant-maid, 


denied having been his disciple ; and, on the repetition of the question, 
: grew wrathful and profane, before multitudes, and within the hearing of 

hrist. © By reflection, Peter looked up from these depths of degradation, 
tothe High summit, he so recently occupied, of communion with Jesus, 
and wept. Which leads us to observe, 

2. The next step in his recovery, was penitence. 

Willingness to reflect on our past lives is not itself reformation ; though 
it is a necessary step in the work. Reflection in itself is merely a specu- 
lative act; an exercise of the head, which may be united either with 
proper or improper feelings of heart. By itself, therefore, it does not 
determine whether the accompanying exercises of the heart be sinful or 
holy. ‘To be effectual in reclaiming from sin, it must be accompanied 
with suitable emotions of heart. Such emotions were excited by the 
reflections of Peter. While he thought on his crime, his heart burst 
within him with bitter sorrow. Reflecting Peter was penitent. In the 
language of the sacred historian, “ he went out and wept bitterly. ” Grief 
seeks to be alone and to vent its feelings in secret. The emotions, which 
_Swelled the heart of reflecting Peter, broke it; ‘He “ went out” of 


# —palace—he retired from the multitude who were persecuting his Master, ‘ 


and in whose iniquity he could no longer participatee—freely to pour out 








, 3 ty, , ft 
THE NATIONAL — % [Sept. 
his grief before the eye that seeth in secret. Far different were his emo- 
tions from those which were harassing, at nearly the same time, the breast 
of reflecting Judas. That man felt the agony of guilt: Peter, the sorrowe 
of love. 4 . 

His penitence was his recovery. True penitential sorrow exhibits a 
heart touched with love to Christ. Such grief flows from evangelical 
motives ; and a temper swayed by these motives, is a temper of fidelity 
to Christ. So soon as they touch the heart of a rebel, Christ has gained 
a new subject to his kingdom : so soon as they melt the heart of a back- 
slider, Christ has restored a wanderer to his fold. Peter denying Christ, 
had left his first love. Peter weeping bitterly, was repenting, and doing 
his first works. His evangelical sorrow was a clear expression that he 
detested his crime: and the piercing eye of Christ, which accurately 
surveys the emotions of all hearts, saw in it the evidence of returning 
loyalty. 

II. Our next inquiry resp<ted the Effects of his recovery on his sub- 
soquent life. 7 

These may be seen in his increased fidelity to the cause of Christ. 
Fidelity is always the result of genuine penitence. The mind which 
has been so far influenced by evangelical motives as to be sincerely 
grieved for sin, is prepared to be influenced by them to a course of holy 
obedience. 

The grief of Peter was proved to be the sorrow of love, from the fact 
that it led-to the labours of love. ‘The result of his being left under the 
power of Satan, was, that he was “ sifted as wheat.” Let any person, 
after reading the- account of Peter in the Evangelists, trace his subse- 
quent biography in the Acts of the Apostles, and read his two Epistles, 
examining the traits of character visible in them, and he will be con- 
strained to acknowledge, that Peter profited by his fall. He will perceive 
visible traces of surprising growth in grace. Though other means 
undoubtedly contributed to his subsequent attainments in Christian 
holiness, yet it is rational to suppose, that he often reflected on this sad 
denial of his Lord with deep and salutary regret. Increasing light would 
but render the awful crime more affecting ; and Peter must often have 
looked back upon it with holy sorrow and increasing gratitude to the 
God of restoring grace. Recovered Peter was signalized by Christian 
zeal, compassion, and humility. 

1. He was zealous for the glory of Christ. Peter was naturally 
ardent. His strong feelings, not sufficiently tempered with faith, had 
often burried him into transgression. They impelled him to great lengths 
in his denial. Grace, however, does not exterminate the natural passions ; 
but gives them a useful direction. He was still zealous: but his zeal 
was tempered by a stronger reliance on assisting grace ; bent more 

' singly on the m*rvice of Christ ; founded on a juster appreciation of his 
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excellence ; and distinguished by greater personal saerifices in Pgpotns 
his honour. 
© The first we see of Peter, after he left the palace weeping, is on the 
morning of Christ’s resurrection.. He is in company with the beloved 
disciple, and running, with eager interest, to the tomb of his Master : 
a proof that his affection for Christ and his followers, was not extin- 
guished. Next, we see him, with a few disciples, on the sea of Tiberias ; 
and at the sight of his Lord on the shore, with characteristic impetuosity, 
casting himself into the sea, the more speedily to reach him. During 
the interview which succeeds, he is melted to grief, by the trial which 
Christ made of his sincerity, in repeatedly questioning his love :—* Lord,” 
he feelingly replies, “ thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I love 
thee.” 
His zeal for the honour of Christ was apparent, afterwards, in the 
openness with which he espoused the doctrines and precepts of the 
gospel. He who trembles to own Christ before a servant at the palace, 
a few days after boldly defends his cause before assembled thousands. 
On the day of Pentecost ; at the temple after healing the cripple; and 
before the council of the high priest and elders, who had charged him 
not to teach in the name of Jesus; he successively testifies to the ex- . 
alted character of Christ, and to their awful guilt in denying and 
murdering the Lord of life and glory. The council “ marvel at his 
boldness and take knowledge of him that he has been with Jesus.” 
When beaten by them, he goes forth rejoicing that he is “ counted 
worthy to suffer shame” for Christ. In his zeal, he spares no sin . 
aimed against the honour of his Master. He treats with peculiar 
indignation the sin by which he fell. To the Jews he says, in language 
which fell with double force from his lips, ‘* Ye denied him in the pre- 
sence of Pilate.’’ ‘* Ye denied the Hoty Ong, and desired a murderer 
to be granted unto you, and killed the Prince of Life.” In his Epistle, 
also, he speaks of ‘ false teachers, bringing in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them.’’ The most unequivocal expression 
of ardent attachment to his Lord, however, is found in the fact, that he 
spent his whole life in zealously propagating the faith, the “* precious 
faith” of Christ. 
2. Recovered Peter was also compassionate toward his fellow men, 
Nothing like sanctified suffering softens the heart to compassionate the 
miseries of fellow creatures, Through sufferings, Christ himself, our 
great High Priest, was rendered “ merciful,” “ faithful in things pertain- 
ingto God.” Our sufferings, dispose us to compassionate those especially 
who experience similar suffering. The troubles of Peter were spiritual ; 
and they rendered him compassionate in regard tothe spiritual wants of - 
his brethren. The evening on which Christ foretold him of his fall and 
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recovery, he subjoined, “‘ But when thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.”’ 

’ The fresh unction he received from the Holy Spirit, when he was 
brought to reflection and penitence, abode with him ; and impelled him 
to labour with faithful tenderness through life, to convert his erring kin- 
dred, the Hebrews, and to advance in piety his humble brethren in 
Christ. 

Though he showed deep indignation at the sin of the Jews in rejecting 
Christ, he nevertheless displayed a tender concern for their salvation, and 
was eager to spread before them the messages of pardon and eternal 
life. The multitudes whom he had deeply pierced by his severe reproof, 
on the day of Pentecost, he immediately directed to the forgiving 
Saviour. After reproving the multitudes who witnessed the miracle 
performed _on the lame mun at the beautiful gate of the temple, for their 
iniquity in rejecting Christ, he added, with compassionate regard for 
their souls ; ** Brethren, I wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did 
also your rulers. Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the “times of refreshing come from the 
presence of the Lord.” 

How tender he was toward the spiritual interests of his brethren in 
Christ, his Episties show. He would save them from the sin and an- 
guish of falling as he had done. “ Brethren,” says he, “ give all dili- 
gence to make your calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things, 
ye shall never fall.” ‘+ Beloved, seeing ye know these things before, be- 
ware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own steadfastness.’’ Ile exhorts them to practise that sober vigi- 
lance, through want of which he fell. ‘“ Besober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour : whom resist, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 
afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. Be 
ye sober, and watch unto prayer.” Knowing full well the trials which 
beset the Christian life, he directs the brethren to “ pass the time of 
their sojourning here in fear ;” and points them, both for the motive and 
the power, to that precious Christ, “ who his own self bare our sins in 
his own body on the tree.”” He administers consolation to them while 
* in heaviness through manifold temptations ;” and prays, that ** the God 
ofall grace, who had called them unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after they had suffered awhile, would make them perfect”’ in his heavenly 
kingdom. | 

In labours and prayers, bespeaking such compassion for souls, Peter 
_ spent his life ; providing also, that his instructions should be “ had in 
remembrance after his decease ;” showing love to a reclaiming and for- 
giving Christ, by ‘ feeding his sheep.” 

3. Recovered Peter was humble. 

Sin and consequent penitence, bring the sinner to take his proper 
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place—the footstool ; there to acknowledge his unworthinéss and depend- 
ence. Before the mercy-seat, the penitent, lookirig back on his past 
life, perceives that he has sinned ; and he feels, therefore, indelibly fixed, 
on himself the stigma of unworthiness. He sees that he has sinned; 
and finding therefore no security in himself, that he may not sin again, 
feels in the fact the proof of his weakness. Nothing like a spirit wounded 
with sore backsliding, will teach the sinner humility: He is then forced 
to look on himself, as a compound of guilt and weakness ; and*learns 
humbly to apply to the blood of Christ for pardon, and to the Spirit of 
Christ for strength. 

To this humble frame, Peter was brought by his fall and recovery. 
While reflecting on his crime, he perceived that all the past love of 
Jesus, all his own solemn asseverations and determined resolutions, had 
not saved him from falling, under the power of temptation, into grogs 
wickedness. Now he saw his heart; how vile for the past ; how little 
to be trusted in future ; how much requiring him to. look continually 
above for strength to resist temptation. Thus was he practically taught 
the importance of the exhortation, which he subsequently delivered to 
his Christian brethren; ‘ Be clothed with humility ; for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.”’ 

Many events in his life testify to his humility. Though, after his fall, 
still intrusted by Christ with the high office of feeding, as an apostle, 
his sheep, he thought himself worthy of nothing but the labour, the re- 
proach, and the shame ; the glory he gave to his Master. When 
the multitude were looking with reverence to him and John for perform- 
ing @ miracle at the temple, he openly disclaimed the power or the holi- 
ness to do it, and referred them, for its origin, to his forgiving Saviour, 
the exalted Jesus. When he retired from the council most unjustly 
beaten for serving Christ, humility taught him to rejoice, that he was 
** counted worthy to suffer” for the Lord he had denied. He employed 
the remnant of his life in the self-denying duties of the ministry ; a living 
example of the“instructions which he gave ; experiencing, through hu- 
mility, the preciousness of that Saviour, who was disallowed by the pride 
of so many of his fellow-men; “in holy conversation, looking for the 
coming of the day of God ;” and ‘diligent to be then found in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.” As further illustration of his humility, we 
add, that the full a: ost aggravated account of his fall, in the gospel 
of Mark, (which, it js universally agreed, was published under his in- . 
spection,) and we. 4 the knowledge of the transaction which the other 
evangelists had, (asnone of them were present to witness it,) he furnished 
himself ; willing thus to be humbled for his guilt before the world, 
And afterwards, with a spirit truly magnanimous as well as humble, we 


hear him commending a younger brother, as ‘ beloved,” though he 


knew he had differed from him, and, in one of his Epistles, had recorded 
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against him a most severe rebuke.* And, still later, when he came to 
‘experience the violent @eath which “ the Lord had showed him’’ by the 
‘sen of Tiberias, it is asserted by historians, that he requested his crucifiers 
td plage his head downward on the cross ; esteeming himself unworthy 
the honour of dying in the same posture with his Lord. Oh, how hum- 
ble, how compassionate toward his brethren and the world of sinners, how 
zealoys fér the glory of Christ, lived and died this restored backslider ! 


He thiis found Christ to be “ set for his fall and rising again in Israel.” 
Permit me, Brethren, to conclude this account of the fallen and 


recovered Peter, with a practical application of the truths which it 
suggests. And, 

1, Christians may fall into grievous sin :—sin which shall wound 
deeply their consciences, their reputation, and the cause of their Redeemer. 
Though there were many palliating circumstances attending the case, 
which would not apply to similar transgression at the present day, yet the 

%in of Peter was grievous. So too was the sin of David. In view of 
this truth, infidels may reproach, and hypocrites may stumble ; but the 
upright believer will be warned and fear; and the backslider be encou- 

to return. The Spirit of God has thought proper to record these 
examples, as monuments both of human depravity and of the power of 
his grace ; and has rendered them a means of sanctification to mulitudes 
0f his children. 

Infidels, I said, mly on this account reproach religion ; but, Brethren, 
real, cordial believers, will gladly look away from the spots which may 
stain the characters of Christians, to the unsullied purity and transform- 
ing efficacy "of the Gospel, to the unspotted holiness of its apaen, and" 
to penile and eternal glory which it reveals. 

Nor will any but hypocrites draw encouragement ffm the case 

re us, to sin. They who look at the falls of Christians in order to 

find excuse for their iniquities, prove that they haye no union of soul to 

Christ. — The real friends of the Lord Jesus will see in such examples, 

7 themes'fer lamentation over the depravity of human néture, and motives 

for watchfulness over their own lest in an unwary hour they alse 

should be drawn into gross sin, rucify afresh the Lord they love. 

The hypocrite will look only at the fall of the Christian, and go on in his 

iniquities ; the fallen believer will fook at his reapvery, and rise again to 
renewed obedience. 

Brethren, you may fall into evens: sin.—Thet 
you to live. continually by faith on ‘th d. This is the only 
victory that overcometh the evil that ih: even our faith. 
There can be no safety but by living near the throne, You need to look 
continually above, for strength to maintain the divine life. You cannot 
live on past experience. You cansigt trust your own heart. After all 

pe * Gal, ii, 11, 2 Peter, ii, 15, 
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your refreshings from the divine presence, notwithstanding present ardent 
belegs and strong resolutions, if you remit the life of faith, you will 
not walk in uprightness. All these circumstances promised security. to” 
Peter, yet in the trying hour he. fell. “ Wherefore take ‘unto youte 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day.” ee 
2. Christ will recover his real friends from their backslidings. 
They who are united to him by holy affection, ive an ititerest in his 
interceding mercy. He will pray for them, as he did for Peter, tat their 
faith may not fail. 
Brethren, while you are deeply impressed with the truth that you are 
liable to fall even into grievous sin—that your hearts cannot be trusted a 
moment with safety—live in continual dependence on Jesus, the Author 
and Finisher of faith. Make this powerful Intercessor your friend. 
Should you ever, in an unguarded hour, by the force of strong and sudden 
temptation, be hurried into sin ; what but such an interest in Lis love can 
afford security, that you shall not lie for ever under the power of thé 
Adversary ? 
But he will remember those who have secured an interest in his love, 
in the trying hour, and send them deliverance ; or should he leave thea 
awhile, to show them what is in their hearts, he will in due time restore + 
them to reflection and penitence. “ They shall not be utterly cast down, +P. 
for he upholdeth them with his hand.” On the awful night p 
his crucifixion, there seemed nothing before his disciple Peter, but 
eternal alienation of heart and the blackness of darkness for ever. Yet 
Christ brought him to reflect—to weep—to love ; employed him for © 
nearly thirty years, in useful service to his church on 3 has 
permitted him, for more than seventeen centuries, to swell the prpises of 
ransomed ‘ifners around his throne. Let backsliders learn h 
example to reflect on their sins, and return with mourning and weeping a 
to the service ofa pardoning God. a 
3. Recovery from beckaliay will ever be followed bylimereased. oe 
fidelity to Chris ae 
The poor penitent backsli Peter, feels that he has wounded 
his Redeemer and his own soul, toe deeply, to “ turn again to folly.” é' 
The penitence which brings ref n is deep and pungent, embitterin 
‘sim. Tears shed over sins still loved and practised, which sin 
more lightly on the conscience, are dangerous drops. Backing wil 
render, to real Christians, sin more dreadful and Christ more precious. ~ 
Look at reflecting, weeping Peter, and learn true penitence. How 
indignant was he toward the sin by which he fell! How zealous to” do oe 
away the dishonour he had put upon Christ! How eager to save the ce 


souls whom his example might —~ have ledtoruin! How humble ~ 
! 














































in spirit, at the view of his unw 


Here you see the truth exemplified, that “ where sin aboundedy grace 
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did much more abound ;” not merely pardoning, but sanctifying grace, 
Backsliders, then, have much to do, to prove their penitence real. 

Christian Brethren, have you no sins whereon, like Peter, to reflect, 
and over which to weep? Think of the years of childhood ; for they 
were vanity. Remember the hardness you exhibited before you knew 
the grace of God in truth; and mourn over that thoughtless season. 
Think of the sins,'‘the numerous backslidings of heart, by which you 
have darkened your Christian life and retarded your progress in grace ; 
and mourn for your ingratitude to a pardoning Christ, and your unfaith- 
fulness to covenant vows. Like Peter, too, while you weep over the 
past, rise, through the energy of the Holy Spirit, to increased fidelity to 
your Lord. Show that much is forgiven you, by loving much. Oh, 
what ardent zeal for Christ becomes those, who were so late in entering 
on his service, and who have done as yet so little! What tender com- 
passion for souls should they exhibit, who have by their sins already ruined 
go many! What deep poverty of spirit ought they to possess, who have 
a thousand times deserved hell, and are living daily on the mercy of a 
forgiving God ! 


SERMON XXIII. 
By ELEAZAR T. FITCH, A.M. 


~ 


THE DUTY OF REPROOF. 


Eruestans,v. 11.—Have no fellowship with the unfruitful worke of 
darkness ; but rather reprove them. 


Works of darkness, literally, are those deeds of sin, which men would 

* blush to commit under the light of day. But the desire of concealment 
which throws so many crimes, actually, into the night, characterizes, to 
some extent, every species of overt iniquity ; and on this ground, all 
this class of actions are properly denominated “ works‘of darkness,” — 
unfit for the light of day. 

The apostle knew that his converts at Ephesus had once been addicted 
to such conduct, and that they were still surrounded by the children of 
disobedience, who were indulging in such iniquities ; and in the text, he 
gives them counsel respecting their behaviour toward these workers of 
iniquity. Have no fellowship with their deeds. Never join them in their 
sins. Never encourage them by example. Never allow yourselves to 
dorthat which they can plausibly allege in their own justification ; “ but 
rather reprove them.” Let your conduct stand forth as a sentence of 
condemnation against their sins. Let your opinions be known to carry 
with them a holy indignation against their crimes. Reprove them. Go, 

bear the indignation and grief of your hearts into their presence ; and 


’ 
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tell them—when no other eye sees them but yours and your Maker’s— 
tell them their faults to their face. Carry the expostulations of love 
to their ears, and with all the persuasion you can draw from the word 
of Christ, claim a hearing. 

Such are the directions of the apostle to Christians who were sur- 
rounded by the sinful deeds of the wicked,—not only to shun the fellow- 
ship with them that would be ruinous to themselves, but, to carry to them 
the reproof that might lead to their salvation. 1 learn from the words, 
therefore, a duty which belongs to the friends of God and virtue in all 


ages, when surrounded by the crimes of the wicked;—THE DUTY OF 
REPROOF, 


In pursuing the subject I would point out some of the methods in 
which you may with propriety reprove the wicked for their sins, and 
mention some considerations which may serve to enforce this duty. 

Among the methods in which you may with propriety reprove the 
wicked for their sins, I specify the following :— 

1. By refusal to comply with their enticements. 

The slightest species of reproof that can be given to sinners arises 
from the refusal to unite with them in their crimes. When they are 
grown so bold in iniquity, as to solicit the followers of Christ to come 
down from the heights of their profession and hopes, to unite with them 
in their sins and follies, the mildest reproof that can possibly be given is 
to return to their solicitations a prompt and decided negative. Unless 
the Christian can give so slight a reproof to a sinner, as to say no, to 
his enticements, the sinner will never fear reproofs from his example or 
his lips. Nor is there any impropriety in using with sinnerg this species 
of reproof. They have no claim on you, surely, to unite with 4hem in 
their deeds.of folly. You are lords over your own conduct, and may 
make your own choice, without saying why or wherefore to any but 
your Master in heaven. In the exercise of your unalienable rights, you 
may throw a flat denial in the face of every enticing sinner; and by it 
effectually say ; Go thy way. When I have need of thee, 1 will call for 
thee. Obtrude not on me thy sinful schemes. Take the reproof my 
denial gives thee. 

2. You may reprove the wicked by an example opposed to their 
practices. 

A still stronger reproof is thus conveyed to the wicked by the light 
that is reflected upon them from examples of piety and virtue. The 
man who always carries with him into their society the stern front of 
unyielding virtue ; who is known by his uniform conduct to bear in his 
breast sentiments of abhorrence and indignation towards crime ; who 
shows himself so firmly attached to the government of God, and the 
schemes of divine benevolence, as to repel even the approaches of their 
solicitations ; speaks, with silent and impressive eloquence, the language 
of reproof to their consciences. Incomparably more is done by the . 
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heavenly light attending such reproof, than can be by all the reproofs 
of the tongue without it. The wicked see in such examples the mir- 
ror that reflects the glory of the Deity, the authority of his law, the ex- 
cellence of virtue, the deformity of sin. They stand 


* Abashed, and see how awful goodness is.” 


And in the midst of such exhibitions of character they pass on themselves 
the verdict of condemnation for their sins. 

Nor is there any impropriety in bearing to the wicked this form of re- 
proof. Your right to obey the God of heaven—to show your loyalty— 
no man can wrest from you. You need only be loyal and be virtuous 
among your companions, and the living reproof is carried home to their 
consciences. As it has been eloquently remarked of our republican 
country, that her very existence carries up a reproof to the throne of 
tyrants, and a refutation of all the arguments by which they would uphold 
arbitrary rule, so the very existence of stern piety and virtue is itself d 
stinging reproof to the wicked, and a loud condemnation of their guilt 
and folly. 

3. You may reprove the wicked by direct address to their consciences. 

The highest form of reproof is that of bearing to the wicked the 
direct expression of virtuous grief and indignation which their conduct 
excites in your souls. When, in refusing communion with them in. 
their evil deeds, or in exhibiting before them virtuous examples, you 
tacitly convey reproof to their consciences, it may not be so apparent 
to them that you design particularly to reprove them for their ways ; and 
they may neglect, on their own part, faithfully to make an application to 
themselves of a reproof which they share in common with many others. 
But when, in the spirit of meekness that disarms opposition, you go to 
the sinner, and pour into his ear the recital of his crimes, the complaints 
of injured virtue, the warnings of interceding grace ; his conscience 
owns, in‘ you, a messenger of God ; come to administer the righteous 
and merciful reproofs of incensed, yet forbearing love. This direct 
addfess, is reproof that singles him out to his own conscience; and 
fétees him to draw off his atténtion from the guilt of others to his own, 
withthe irresistible application, ‘‘ Thou art the man.” He views his 
crimes through the unprejudiced feelings of a friend to virtue. Con- 
science is against him, and with his reprover: and there arises a mighty 
struggle in his mind betwixt the opposing powers of sin and virtue ; a 
struggle which must end, either in the awful victory of guilt over con- 
science, or in the victory, for ever blest, of conscience over guilt. 

Nor is there any impropriety in using this most powerful and most salu- 
tary form of reproof. Your tongues were given you for use; and though 
there are certain bounds of propriety and wisdom in the use, with respect 
to the age, and station, and character, and circumstances of those whom 
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you address, of which God has given all of you, I hope, reason and common 
sense enough to judge ; yet these limitations.of wisdom form no argu- 
ment against the legitimate use. To what use can they better be ap- 
propriated than to doing good? Some may make too much of their 
tongues in this matter ; but others, toolittle. Yet no man can deny you 
the. right to use for the benefit of others this glory of your frame. You 
should, therefore, stand firm in this liberty wherewith God your Maker 
has endowed you. ‘ 

With this view of the proper methods of administering reproof, I 
would now turn your attention to some of the considerations which should 
inspire you with resolution to perform the duty. 

1. You have on your side the authority of God. God said, through 
Paul, to his children at Ephesus, while surrounded with the crimes and 
iniquities of the gentiles, and says in effect to his children in all ages, 
respecting the iniquitous among whom their lotis cast, ‘“ Reprove them.” 
He has issued forth his warrant to all his friends in the earth to be reproyer 
of the vicious. He has bid them take the counsels and warnings oft tis 
word, and administer the reproofs of his offended, yet waiting love, to 
those who are his enemies. The command has reached your ear. 
**Reprove them,’ by every method of wisdom and love. With the 
warrant of his authority, you are safe. He will protect- you and bless 
you, while on his errands of mercy ; and give you a mouth and wisdom 
which no adversary will be able to gainsay or resist. Carry home the 
power of religion to their hearts. ‘ Who will harm you,” if, under his 
authority, “ye be followers of that which is good?’ Will you shrink 
before his enemies? Shall a face of flesh and blood move you from your 
purposed obedience to God? How, from so humiliating a vanquishment, 
can you return to the throne of grace, or appear at the throne of judg- 
ment, and face the God of all power? Have faith in God; and be strong 
to reprove his enemies. 

2. You have on your side the examples of all the wise and holy. 

God and all his faithful servants have ever acted as reprovers of sin. 
God, in the laws of his government, the arrangements of his providence, 
and the messages of his word, is engaged in administering solemn reproof 

to his enemies. The Lord Jesus, the high pattern you p 
copy into your lives, during his embassy to earth, and while atm 
among the enemies of God, was no idle spectator of. those sins by 
which they were wounding infinite purity and goodness, and ruining 
themselves and others. He took the part of God against an evil world ; 
and resisted all its temptations and offers ; and held before it the unsullied 
light of his example and precepts to show its deformity. He addressed 


to its hardened sons the reproofs of indignant love,—not consulting to ie 


please himself, but to perform his duty,—till he could cry, with the pro- 


phet, unto God his Father: ‘ The reproaches of them that reproached . 


































































































* 










































Ne 


6 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. [Sepis * 


thee, fell on me.”’ The Spirit of Grace, in the mission he is accomplishing, 
is engaged in reproving a guilty world of sin, and in carrying home to thé 
consciences of individual sinners the stern rebukes of God’s unbending word. 
You are countenanced in reproving sin by all the faithful servants of 
God ; by Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Lot, and all the patriarchs ; by Moses, 
Elijah, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and all the prophets ; by Peter, James, Paul, 
and all the apostles; by all the friends of God, from the foundation of the 
world to this day, whose bodies are deposited with us, whose souls are 
in heaven, and whose memories are embalmed in the records of the 
church ; and by all, in every placa on earth, who are now the followers of 
Christ in sincerity and truth; in whose lives and on whose lips dwells 
the law of truth and kindness. All this cloud of worthies, with the 
great God at their head, have arrayed their example before you, while 
surrounded by the filthy conversation of the wicked, to have no fellowship 
with them, but boldly to reprove. Will you not then associate yourselves 
with this company of the worthy, in their noble deeds? How can you 
expect to meet their approbation, or share in their triumphs, if you enter 
not with them into their labours of love ? 

8. You have on vour side the interests of the church. 

How long will it take the professed followers of Christ to learn that 
they cannot maintain a neutrality in the world? that the enemies of God 
are enemies? and that the mere attempt at neutrality is a concession 
made them, next to base submission? Oh, how humiliating to be 
governed, and trampled on, and triumphed over, by the enemies 
of God, when a decided fidelity, and a bold reproof administered to them 
for their sins, would lift you high above their power, and put ten thou- 
sand to flight! 

The church of God is not capable’of flourishing, except as she embo- 
goms within her that energy of holy purpose and example, and speaks 
forth the word of God in that tone of boldness, which administers reproof 
to the negligent, the worldly, the vicious, the hardened, who surround 
her, and who assail her peace and welfare. Arrayed in this glory, she 
strikes dismay into the hosts of her foes; she spreads abroad the con- 
quests of her King; and even collects the vanquished with joy around 
her standard of Eternal Life. The time of her reproofs is the time of 
her safety and her triumphs. Within her borders is purity, light, hope, 
joy ; and without, terror, dismay, shame, submission. Even they that 
despised her come bending to her, calling her, the city of the Lord, the 
Holy One of Israel. 

Yieldnot up, then, the everlasting interests of religion and the church to 
the follies of man. Assert the honour of your high calling, and boldly 
carry reproof to the enemies of Zion. Self-defence, the first law of na- 
ture, and defence of Christ’s‘cause, the first law of Christianity, unite to 

Call you to this holy purpose, and to arm you with a vigorous resolution, 
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4. You have on your side the welfare of sinners themselves. 

The works of sin and darkness to which they addict’ themselves aro 
unfruitful in any thing but evil. They are ruining themselves and their 
companions in guilt: for the wages of sin is death. They will not es- 
cape, unless they are reclaimed from their sins and errors. They ate 
searing their consciences, blasting their reputation, destroying theit com- 
forts, and plunging their souls in eternal flames: and how shall they be 
recalled to virtue and to happiness, if they are neglected, unrestrained, 
and unreproved, by the friends of God? Where is their hope, if none 
possess disinterested love enough to address to them the reproofs that are ad 
necessary to their salvation? A sinner unreproved, grows bold in ini- ®. 
quity. A sinner unreproved, spreads wide the contagion of sin. He is $ 
daily adding to his guilt, and fitting himself and others.for more aggra- 
vated wo. You are then guilty of a cruel neglect of his welfare and influ- 
ence ; if, while knowing his faults, and knowing how freely they are 
published and censured behind his back, and knowing how they are 
bringing down on his soul the insupportable judgments of Heaven, you 
do not, at once, bear into his presence the rebukes and counsels of Infinite 
Love. The Scriptures impliedly charge this cruelty on those who neg- 
lect the duty, by the form in which they enjoin it :—** Thou shalt not hate 
thy brother in thy heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour ; 
and shalt not suffer sin upon him.” 

But when you administer the faithful rebukes of love to sinners around 
you, you are seeking by necessary means the high object of “ saving 
their souls from death, and hiding a multitude of sins.’”’ Their feelings 
may be wounded, while stung with a view of their deformitjgs and the in- 
dignations of virtue ; but you are only probing, to heal ; yOWare but ad- 
ministering the necessary medicine to effect a reeovery. Their con- 
sciences, even at the time, and for ever afterwards, do justice to you, in 
testifying to your self-denying kindness ; and if, subdued and melted by 
your reproofs, they are recovered to virtue, their hearts will for ever bless 
you, as the kindest of benefactors. Hundreds now on earth are joyfully 
walking, arm in arm, the way to the heavenly Zion, who once met each 
other in the unpleasant relation of reprovers and reproved ; and were 
mingling over reproved guilt their tears of bitterness. And, thousands 
now in glory, are praising God, for those kind benefactors who, overlook- 
ing the trials they might meet with from ingratitude and guilt, dared, un- 
solicited, to address to them the rebukes of Infinite Mercy. 

The very welfare of sinners, then, here and in eternity, demands of: 
you fidelity in this duty ;—demands that you have no fellowship with 
them in works of darkness, but that you boldly reprove. 

{n view then of the methods in which yOu may convey reproof to ¢in- 
ners, and of the considerations which encourage and embolden you to do. 
it, | would call upon all the friends of God among you fo perform thie” 
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tty. ib always’ sufficient ¢all for its performance itt this world 
a. of oil You need not go beck to the ancient heathen of Ephesus—you 
sat aapeeciphe: pe Pagans—you need not search out the 
ns of this Christian country—you ‘need not probably look bé- 

id the limits of your own neighbourhood—to find those who are en- 
in the unfruitful works of darkness. It is your lot, as it has been 

churchn all ages, to be surrounded by the wickedness of blinded © 

“'sinners. avellers with you to eternity—without God and without 

y.demand of you a faithful discharge of this duty. 
** Be strong and do it.” Let no leav iniquity among yourselves, 
“corrupt with inefficiency the whole ' Let no root of bitterness 
spring up to defile many ;-to hide the light of example, and stifle the 

voice, that v ould administer reproof. 
Poa Bestrong and do it.” ‘Fear not the sneers of the im dor the dis- 
e of the reproved. The Goc ael and the host wise are 
: the interests of Zion and inners any yes = the per 

foetiance of this duty. . 

“ Be strong and doit.” And Zion shall arisey” The glory of the Lord 
shall compass her as with walls of fire. Her gpemies shall be subdued 
into contrition. Converts shall be multiplied as the drops of the morning. — 
Joy shall be awakened on earth and in heaven over reclaimed and for- 
given sinners. ; 

In view of this duty, and the considerations which urge it upon.the 
friends of God, I may surely warn the workers of iniquity to receivereproofs ~ 
with humility and gratitude. } 

You are reproved by the word of the livingGod. You are reproved by 
your own MPrience. And, if you are not that hardened scorner,who mocks 
at all things seria may be with the reproofs of man. Re- 
member, that he, whe love ie a friend—-a true friend—a tried 
friend—whose love has h obstacles to meet you with its 
warnings; and who brings to you the appeals of truth and soberngie—who 
conies, commissioned of God, and countenanced by all the good and wise, 

gor the interests of true piety, and to seek the salvation of your soul. 

jure yourby the living Saviour, trifle not with reproof. It is one of 

jes of divine forbearance. Unless you are humbled by it 

pr ; 1 am compelled to say, you are fast ripeging for ruin, 

Slighted Feproots accumulate the stores of divine wrath. He that will 
not receive severe remedies, and who cannot be restored by mild ones, / 


gan, ! Qh, hear it, ye that sport yourselves in your own deceiv- 
in the borders of eternity,—hear it ;—it is the last kind warning of 
insulted Mercy :— HE THAT, BEING OFTEN REPROVED, HAR- 


‘DENETH HIS NECK, SHALL @UPPENLY BE DESTROYED, AND THAT WITHOUT 
gemepy!”—Sinners, there is awful meaning in those words of God! 
io = ’ i ¥ 





